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Department of Energy
Germantown. MD 20874-1220

JUN 0 3 1998

Mavor jzames Matayosiu

Rongeiap Atoll Locai Government Councii
Republic of the Marsnaii sianas

2.0. Box 1766

Majuro. Marshaii Islanas 26960

Dear Mavor Matayoshi:

Sromptea by Mr. Howarc Hills™ ¢-mail message 1o me on May 3. 1999. regaraing
-mpiemertation of the COE'RMLRALGOV Memoranaum or Understanaing + MOU) for
snvironmental S oNIIONST SUDCCIT 2l Rongeiao isiana. [ 2m Wnung 2 update vou on the stams or
-ur joint crogress implemenunz the »{OU. D have aivided the QISCUSSION INIO ['WO categories:
‘vhoie tody countng anc diutonium urinaiysis.

.. Whoie Bodv Countinz

e The Deparmment o7 Enerzy (DOE} deiivered the whoie body counting chair (without
electronics) to Rengeiap Isiand on May 3. 1999. The chair was piaced in temporary
storage tending Z.ongetap Atoil Locai Government’s (RALGOV) compietion of the
building :n whick 1t wiil be finaily housed.

e DOE is preparec :2 pay iraining expenses. exciuding travel and per diem. 1or two or three
Rongeizzese persons in whoie body counting techmiques at Lawrence Livermore National
Iaboraterv (LLNL). The rirst tramning class. originally scheduied to begin May 31, 1999,
"vas postooned awaiting the names of nominees rom RALGOV. The next available
--aining 2:2ss at L_NL iz Seotemcer 1999, To accommodate neighienec ssCurnty
~easuras 2t LL> 7L and zssure that traming can oegin in Septemeer. DOE must recelve
-=e names and rezumes of RALGOV s nominess by july 16. 1999,

e OnMay 3. 199%. RAL GOV proposed one Rongeiapese candidate to receive whole body
sounting srainingz z: LLNL. [ request. for the program’s erficiency and stability, that
ALGCOY nomunate at [2ast two raining candidates as specified by the MOU. have
snciosec “or vour use guidelines concerning the desired background or the candidates.
dlease zrovide OE a rasume inciuding this informarton for exch person RALGOV
~omina:as ror 1=z LLNL :ramning.

e ponccmoleticn o the LLNL traming. the rwo newiv trained 2nd certiried Rongeiap
-2chnicizns. aionz with LN technical spectaiisis, wiil go o Rongelap it 52t up and

-2gin co2raung 1ncwncie body caunung raciity. DOE wail oroviag state-o1-the-art

£
e}

@ T cnm oSGy KON LI 83 cacer




2. Plutonium Urinaivsis

e Asorftoday. DOE has taken 35 “baseiine” urine sampies from workers on Rongelap.
DOE is paving to process the unne same:es tor 18 or the 35 workers. e expect to have
the finai test resuits for these : sampies oy August i. 1999.

e Theremaining i7 baseiine samptes aireacy taken are waiting to be processed pending
contractuai arrangement berwesn RALGOV and the University of Utah (DOE’s
contractor performing the tests). Under e provisions of the MOU. RALGOV is
responsibie for paying to process and anaiyze 30 percent of the urine samples taken.

e DOE. based on conversations ~ith the Rongeiap construction conwactor. estimates that
some 10-20 individuais have worked on Rongelap and since ieft empioyment there
without benerit of having their urine sampied. It is iikely that some of these individuals
are missing both entrance (baseiine) and =xit (finai) urine samples wiile others are
missing oniv the exit sampie. _::s crucia: that DOE be nourfied of new and terminating
empiovees so that urine sampies can be ccained. Please ask vour representatives to
work with Mr. *Villiam jackson. DOE’s =ieid Operauons Manager. 10 arrange a way to
nourv DOE ana assure that aii Rongeiao “orkers are arforded the agreed urine testing.

e DOE. based on conversatons wiin the Rcngeiap construction contractor. anticipates that
another 25-50 workers are iikeiv to be hirsa. Assurmng proper noufication. DOE will
take entrance tbaseiine) and ex:t ! final) unine sampies rom each.

e DOE will provide each Ronge:zo worker “whose urine is sampied with the specific test
resuits coming from his or her wrnalysis. The data wiil also be reieased to the public in
summary form (using ID numters to assure individuai privacy) by way of the world-
wide-web.

In a separate marter. Mr. Hills asked ~%en DOE vould noufy the Marshallese who were
avaiuated for anemia in the chromium-3} and tri:ated water clinical tests conducted by
Brookhaven National Laboratory from :961-1963. (Reference the Aprii 29. 1999. letter from
Paul J. Seiigman. M.D.. M.P.H.. to Rengeiap Mevor Matavosni.) Notification of the individuals
‘s scheduied 10 begin immediately.
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In closing, i believe there are a numeer of important matters that need artention. My desire is
that we work together 1o address them and achieve rull impiementation or the MOU. Let us

begin that process.

Sincereiv,

A

rrank Hawkins

Director

Office of International
Heaith Programs

Enciosure

:C wrenciosure:

Ambassador Banny de =rum. RMI Zmpassy
Trov Barker. Rongeiap Ci7v Manager
doward Hills. Esa.
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Qualificarion Guidelines for Personnel to be Trained as
Whoie Body Counting Technicians

One to two vears formal education beyond High School
Good communication skiils (written and spoken) in English
Ability 10 work independently and with others

Willing 1o make a long-term comm:rment

Familiaritv with PC prererred



